
“People who know how to foster friendships and shape them are always among those outstanding figures 
who know how to use their own vitality as entrepreneurs in a composed and quiet manner. As an advisor 
and intermediary, Rudolf Neumeister – in his position as company owner – gained the deep confidence of 
collectors, dealers, museums, foundations and the administrative bodies of public trusts managing palaces 
and castles. Through his auction house and his great skill, he perfectly  executed the most difficult of tasks 
such as special auctions, the sale of entire estates or of premium objects. He was able to demonstrate his 
expert knowledge and his   interaction, both in the background and in the front at the auctioneer’s desk, at 
major art auctions in particular. Apt sarcasm and profound humour were the hallmarks of this doyen of his 
field and prominent figure of Munich society.”
Alfredo Reyes, Röbbig Fine Art, Munich

“Rudy was from our father Jacques’ generation and they shared the same passion for art and especially the 
‘hunt’ for rare objects. Their parallel careers allowed them to meet frequently and their friendship lasted a 
lifetime. We are very pleased that the name Neumeister has survived him as a synonym of professionalism 
and kindness.”
Alexis Kugel, Kugel Gallery, Paris

“As a young student I went to one of Mr. Neumeister’s auctions, at which a Picasso  l ithograph that I had 
 fallen in love with was offered for sale.  Mr. Neumeister gave me a severe look, but knocked the lot down  
to me. The lithograph was the first item in my now extensive art collection. Later, Mr. Neumeister and I 
became good  friends. He was a very special person.”
Inge Rodenstock, art collector, Munich

“My father had been a close friend of Rudolf Neumeister since before the Second World War. During the 
1940s and 1950s I often had the opportunity to talk to him, and in later years we became personal friends. 
I always admired and esteemed his great interest and his knowledge in the field of art. 
Over many years I was also able to turn to him for advice, whether in connection with the collection of 
19th-century drawings I took on from my father or silverware and other hand-crafted objets d’art. I knew 
that he was also a friend and asset consultant for many other people. I still come across works in my 
 collection that  passed through his hands. 
That with the NEUMEISTER company his good name is being kept alive by family members is something 
that especially pleases me.”

Dr. Wilhelm Winterstein, Banker and art patron, Munich

 “For me, Rudolf Neumeister, blessed be his memory, was always the connoisseur of Old Masters. His 
 expertise – simply masterly. But above all, he was a Munich  gentleman, consummate and amiable, vigorous 
and distinguished, charming and  generous. That is how I will always remember him.”

Dr. h.c. Charlotte Knobloch, President of the Jewish Community of Munich and Upper Bavaria

“A Bavarian and simultaneously cosmopolitan grand seigneur, a man with an abiding love of his homeland 
while being at home in the wider world at the same time, who thought nothing of strolling through Manhattan 
or Mayfair in a Loden coat and  traditional Bavarian hat as if he had just come from Tegernsee. His eye could 
be  trusted absolutely, and his selling points were virtually impossible to resist as he knew what he was 
doing. Such great figures as Rudi Neumeister will always be missed.”
Konrad O.  Bernheimer, Colnaghi Old Masters, London
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AS SEEN BY HIS FRIENDS 

“Rudi was the best friend anyone could 
wish for. A man with a heart of gold.”
Anne Sophie Mutter, Concert violinist, Munich

“For three decades, I marvelled at Rudi 
Neumeister’s unique presence and 
 unforgettable performances at his 
 auction sales.”
Georg Laue, Kunstkammer Georg Laue, Munich

“Rudi Neumeister, an institution in the 
German auction world, an authentic,  
vigorous person.”
Florian Eitle-Böhler, Julius Böhler Fine Art, 
 Starnberg

“I remember Rudolf Neumeister with 
gratitude for his friendship to the Bava-
rian  National Museum over many deca-
des; he accompanied and supported 
our activities as a reliable friend and 
generous sponsor.”
Dr. Renate Eikelmann, Director Bayerisches Nati-
onalmuseum, Munich

“Rudolf Neumeister was a business-
man with drive and purpose, who knew 
exactly what he wanted and was able 
to communicate his requirements to his 
staff. He was enormously likable and 
exuded Bavarian charm and humour.”
Dr. Monika Bachtler, Managing Trustee, Rudolf 
August Oetker Foundation, Bielefeld
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